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Pastor’s Corner
A Message from Pr. MaryBeth
“Come to me, all you that are weary and
are carrying heavy burdens, and I will
give you rest.”
~ Matthew 11:28
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Although we are no longer in crisis-mode
as a result of the Covid Pandemic, these
last two years of life-changing events
continue to have an impact. As we have
navigated our way through the burdens
of a global pandemic, we have suffered
emotionally, financially and spiritually.
Our four local United Church
of Christ congregations are
collaborating to offer several
events with the focus on Faith
and Mental Health. In early
October, we joined for fellowship, a chili cook-off, square-dancing and
karaoke at Salem UCC. The ‘Fall Fest’
celebrated our return to joyful
community activities. A few of our own
Immanuel members ventured out to
participate in that full-house event.

On Sunday evening, November 20, our
churches will host a more contemplative
event: “Service of Healing: Experiencing
God’s Healing in the Broken Places,” 7pm,
at Pilgrim Faith UCC in Oak Lawn.

I truly hope many of us from Immanuel
will participate: surely there are parts of
our lives that still ache for wholeness as
a result of so many challenges and
changes brought by a global pandemic.

While many of us have been able to
successfully navigate new habits: wearing
a mask in public places as second-nature,
frequent hand washing, getting all our
vaccinations without blinking an eye …
perhaps our prayers will be for healing
our communities and relationships that
were injured as a result of politically
imposed divisions over simple public
health concerns. Perhaps our desire for
healing is for others in our lives
and communities in need of
peace, wholeness and comfort.

Immanuel families & friends
are invited to participate in
community worship, music and the arts
through individual and small group
activities. Of course, refreshments after!
We are co-sponsors and I will be
participating as worship and prayer
leader. Look for us in Daily Southtown!
“A Service of Healing: Experiencing
God’s Healing in the Broken Places.”
November 20, 7:00 p.m.
Pilgrim Faith, 9411 S. 51st Ave, Oak Lawn
Peace, Pastor MaryBeth
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Notes from the President
Hello! How are you? How am I? I am GRATEFUL!
You may ask me – with all of the things that are not right in this world – what
are you grateful for? Well, let me share a few with you. I am grateful for…







Family and friends, both near and far
October’s wonderful weather and beautiful fall colors
The laughter of the Preschool children in the play yard
The beautiful music every Sunday that Sarah provides
The pause in the yearly calendar for a day of Thanksgiving
The 2023 church budget showing there will be challenges ahead
to make ends meet

Wait. What? What was that last one again? Am I really grateful for a budget
where our church may have difficulty making ends meet? With unknown
repair expenses and utility bills, and with fewer hands available to help
sometimes, why oh why am I grateful?
I am grateful because I know that this is not the first time that Immanuel’s
family has rallied to support this church. I am grateful because our
congregation approved this budget on October 23rd. I am grateful for the
trust that you placed in the church council and in Karen Wyka, our church
treasurer. Karen shared budget information and explained the decisions that
were made in the budget process. I am grateful knowing that you are willing
to step up to the plate to support the church’s mission, whether financially,
or in the giving of your time or talents. But, most of all, I am grateful to know
that no matter what, God is with us as face these challenges.
Yes, amidst the trials and challenges,
there is much to be grateful for. I am
always grateful for the blessings I have –
and those blessings include all of you.
Happy Thanksgiving!
Sue Hickerson

art by Kathleen Tennant
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Eagle Scout Project Update

Immanuel Family News

An Eagle Scout Project demonstrates
leadership of others while performing a
project for the benefit of their community.
This is the culmination of the Scout’s
leadership training, and it requires a
significant effort on the Scouts part.
Our own Aislinn Taylor has been working
hard on her Eagle Scout Project and was
able to donate 60 fleece tie blankets for
the homeless served by the 19th Ward
Mutual Aid and Testimony Ministries. Most
of the blanket assembly was done in
Schmiechen Hall with the help of fellow
Scouts and friends of Aislinn.

Brennan Taylor:
4th from the left
in the blue shirt.
The ‘push-up
crew’ cadets
are eager to
complete 100
push-ups!

A Look Ahead
Advent begins November 27
And that means it will soon be
time to decorate the church!
Volunteer to help make our
sanctuary ready for the festive
season of Advent and Christmas.
After church Sunday
November 20
Contact
Sandy Busse

It’s Cold & Flu Season Protect Yourself & Others
National Influenza Vaccination Week is December 5-9, 2022

Get the new
Covid Vaccine,
too!
2022-2023
Updated ‘bivalent’
Covid Vaccines
protect against
both the original
virus that causes
Covid-19 and the
Omicron variants.
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"Danke"

Pastor’s Corner or
Corner the Pastor?
Looks like no pressing questions this month!
Submit your questions on theology, Bible or
anything related to church life to Pr. MaryBeth
for a response in next month’s Herald.

Thank you to all of Immanuel’s
members who, for the glory of
God and the future of
Immanuel, have increased
their giving since the middle of
September.

Adult Sunday
Class

A BIG thank you to the
Parkettes for their generous
donation to the general fund.

After church in
the Parlor
30/40 minutes; Bring coffee & refreshments
"Bible 101" with Brad Jenks meets after
church each Sunday and will be recorded,
shared online and the link will be sent later.
We hope to see you each week, but in
case you missed it, the links from each
session will be listed in the Herald. Enjoy!

Also a HUGE thank you to the
person (probably a member)
who made an anonymous
cash donation of $1,000.00 on
October 9.
Let’s keep it going!

Session Two - Week 2
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=87xI0x4iLKs

Session Three – Week 3
https://youtube.com/watch?v=_BnpwzB8hg&feature=share&si=EMSIkaIECMiOmarE6JChQQ

NOTE: the next page explains how to
open a hyperlink.

Mission, Care & Membership
Immanuel Community Preschool has a Wish List!
Check the MCM Bulletin Board for ‘The Wish List’ with
photo examples. Most items are inexpensive or team up with someone else and share
the cost: Wish List: New Books; Drying Rack for Artwork; Rugs for Wet Boots;
Tempera Paints, all colors, gallon jugs; ‘Walking Rope’ (see bulletin board)
Thank you for supporting Immanuel’s educational ministry!
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Membership News
Please Keep these Families in your Prayers:
Don Mattz

Sharon Gatch

Duane Feurer

Dolores and Al Eriksen

Joan Schechner

Verna Snip

Pam Gross

Ron O’Toole

Jean Feurer

Jack Buvelot

Jim O’Toole

Darlene Bonner

Madelaine Karge

Art Busse & Family

“The Bible and the United Church of Christ”
A short collection of essays and FAQs about the Bible, written for a lay audience.
Engaging & accessible: suitable for anyone curious about the Bible & the UCC's
approach to Scripture. Extra books available: see Pr. MaryBeth
or, download from this HYPER- link:
http://d3n8a8pro7vhmx.cloudfront.net/unitedchurchofchrist/legacy_url/5413/Bible-and-theUCC-FINAL-2.pdf?1418429664

HOW TO OPEN A HYPERLINK
Place the mouse cursor over the text of the hyperlink. The hyperlink above is
underlined and the color is blue. Once you place your mouse cursor on the
hyperlink a box will appear. The directions will be in bold on the bottom line:
Ctrl + Click to follow the link. With your mouse cursor on the hyperlink
press Ctrl. Note that your curser has now changed to a hand.
With the hand showing Right-click and the hyperlink will then open.
NOTE: When you go to open the above hyperlink a message box will appear:
Some files can contain viruses or otherwise harmful to your computer. It is
important to be certain that this file is from a trustworthy source. Would you
like to open this file? NORMALLY we would say NEVER open a hyperlink that
has this message. But trust us, this hyperlink is fine & contains nothing harmful.

Daylight Saving Time Ends November 6, 2022
set you clocks back 1 hour
FACT: Daylight Savings Time was implemented in
1916 in an effort to conserve fuel during World War I.
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Immanuel’s Celebration of Totenfest

Totenfest ~ Sunday, November 6
10:00 a.m.
Come for worship and communion at
our traditional Totenfest service. “Toten” is the German word for dead
and “fest” means feast or festival. We celebrate and remember loved
ones who have passed into God’s kingdom in the last year.
Many UCC churches with German Evangelical heritage include this
liturgy in worship near All Saints Sunday or just before the first Sunday
in Advent.

Returning to Communion
December 4, 2022
The convenience of the mini-chalice with
a cube of bread on the bottom and
a sip of grape-juice on the top served us
well during the scary Covid-times.
Since we’ve returned to sharing hospitality
after church, we can return to sharing
Hospitality of the Host during church.
What will that look like? Given the fact that we have fewer people to assist
with preparation and serving, let’s try something and see what happens:
Those who are able may come forward at the center aisle, on your right.
a) take bread or wafer from Pastor
b) take small cup from Liturgist
c) leave cup at the tray
d) return to pew via center aisle, on your right,
or via the side aisle
Unable to come forward? No worries!
All are Welcome!
Pastor or Liturgist will bring Communion to You!
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