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Pastor’s Corner
A Message from Pr. MaryBeth
“Those of us who are strong and able in
the faith need to step in and lend a hand
and not just do what is most convenient
;llo+9
for us. Each one of us needs
to look after
‘
the good of the people around us, asking
ourselves, “How can I help?” That’s
exactly what Jesus did. He didn’t make
it easy for himself, but waded right in
and helped out. So reach out and
welcome one another to God’s glory.“
~ Romans 15:1-3, 7, “The Message”

September 1st marks the end of my
second year and the beginning
of my third year as Pastor at
Immanuel. It seems like I just
arrived! In 2 years, Immanuel
has accomplished so much
ministry ~ in the midst of Covid
and other challenges. Immanuel has many
disciples, ministers, volunteers ~ all who
step forward to give from their time,
talents and pockets. I have so much
gratitude for all who engage in the
ministry and mission of this congregation.
Immanuel may be ready to share and
welcome collaboration with our sister
UCC congregations in Oak Lawn and
Blue Island. In October, November and in

December, Immanuel will partner with
Pilgrim-Faith, Salem and Christ Memorial
congregations in a variety of ways. In our
shared ministry we will uplift one another
in faith, joy and worship; help our-selves
and our community to heal from two
years of adapting through a global
pandemic; and strengthen the impact of
our Christ-centered ministry serving
neighbors in need, “to wade right in and
lend a hand, look after the good of the
people around us, to reach out and
welcome one another to God’s glory.”
There are more details for our shared
focus on “Faith and Mental Health” in
the following pages. For now, take a quick
look at our mission activities for October:
Mission & Ministry event:
Sun. Oct. 2, 2pm ~ Church
World Service CROP Hunger
Walk. Pledge & walk to fight
hunger: 1-mile walk at Lake
Katherine Nature Center in Palos Heights.
Fun & Fellowship event: Sat. Oct. 8,
4pm ~ Fall Festival at Salem UCC. Bring
a contribution or donation for the Food
Pantry in Oak Lawn.
I hope many of us from Immanuel
will participate in both ministry and
friendship events! It’ll be our turn to host
in December ~ watch this space!
~ Peace, Pr. MaryBeth
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Notes from the President
Hello! I greet you with joy and hope you all
experienced some rest and relaxation this summer.
The crispness of the air in the morning tells us that
fall is approaching. I do love this time of year!
This fall there are some new and exciting things happening at Immanuel.
We will be collaborating with other area UCC churches to present activities
about Faith and Mental Health. It is a fact that mental health issues have
not received the attention given to other medical fields. It is good to see
that people finally acknowledge that the body, mind and spirit all work
together – not independently of each other. Stay tuned for the calendar
of events about this topic.
Do you remember anything you learned in confirmation? If you are trying
hard to answer that, then maybe it’s time for a refresher course! Brad Jenks
has offered to teach an adult confirmation class. No, you won’t have to do
a project at the end of the class like Josh and Aislynn did so beautifully in
June. But, if you want to learn some new things, join this interesting Sunday
morning class!
A new Preschool year begins on September 7th and the new Director,
Jorri Pitts, is excited to get started. There are still available openings for
children to sign up – so spread the word! The children who will be
attending are sure to receive a wonderful education!
“Small, but mighty” has been the mantra to describe our congregation.
We know we can make a difference in our community by following our
mission – Loving Others and Doing God’s Work. Most importantly, our
name is Immanuel – God With Us – throughout our journey.
Peace,
Sue Hickerson
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Mission, Care, and Membership
A hearty “thanks” to all who contributed to the
School Supply drive for Evergreen Park’s Southeast
Elementary School! Immanuel was generous as always
in donating supplies and monetary gifts. A final count
will be available in the October Herald.
Joyful Noise Collection September 4, is designated for Park Lawn
Their mission is to provide services that promote
choice and access to community living for people
with intellectual and developmental disabilities.

Looking Ahead to October
Immanuel will team up with our sister UCC churches for ministry and mission
this last quarter of 2022. In October, we’ll join the Pastors and Members from
Salem and Pilgrim-Faith in Oak Lawn and Christ Memorial in Blue Island to
fight hunger in the southwest suburbs of Chicagoland and around the world.
Church World Service, CROP Hunger Walk
Sunday, October 2, at 2:00 pm
Lake Katherine Nature Center in Palos Heights
One-mile Walk/Run & Pets Welcome on a leash
Join the Immanuel Team of Walkers or Sponsor
Team Immanuel with a donation.
Information about the CROP Walk is posted on the MCM Bulletin Board.
See Pr. MaryBeth to sign up for the Immanuel Team of Walkers and/or to
receive a Donation Envelope. Can we get ten walkers? Many sponsors?

Sunday, October 2 ~ CROP Walkers
Check-in ~ 1:30-1:45 pm
Prayer, Group Photo ~ 2:00 pm
Meet at Lake Katherine or ~ Here’s a Suggestion:
Wear or bring comfortable clothes to church.
Bring a lunch and relax.
Carpool or caravan to Lake Katherine
https://events.crophungerwalk.org/2022/event/palosparkil
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Pastor’s Corner or
Corner the Pastor?
Looks like no pressing questions this month!
Submit your questions on theology, Bible or
anything related to church life to Pr. MaryBeth
for a response in next month’s Herald.

Sunday School Begins
September 11
Rally Day & Church Picnic

September 18
We’ll order box-lunches
from Subway
Plenty of Games for Kids & Grown-ups!
Bingo, Bubbles, even a Magic Show
with our very own marvel “Bob-O!”

What if
you’re
defending yourself
against the very thing
you need?

Immanuel Community
Preschool
Oh-My-Goodness! School starts
Wednesday, September 7!
Thanks to our new Director &
Teacher, Ms. Jorri Pitts, the
classrooms are in tip-top
shape and ready to receive
the children eager to learn.

Stay for the Concert at 2:00 pm
Presented by Sarah Jenks
& Company

“Songs
by
Gershwin”

Adult Sunday Class with Brad Jenks
Starts Sunday, September 25
“Bible 101”
Right after Church in the Parlor
Grab your coffee and snacks and enjoy!
~ 45 minutes per session ~

Two of Jorri’s professors from
Prairie State College came
to her reception on July 31.
Immanuel Preschool and our
new director were featured in
the August 10, 2022
“Beverly Review”
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“Faith and Mental Health”
Collaboration Project

Immanuel, Evergreen Park
Salem & Pilgrim-Faith, Oak Lawn
Christ Memorial, Blue Island

Presents: The Fall Festival
Sat. Oct 8 ~ Starts at 4pm
This event follows
"Faith and Mental Health" theme as we
return to joyful activities, meet new
church friends & have fun with family.
BRING A FOOD ITEM for the
OAK LAWN FOOD PANTRY
After the CROP Walk, Oct. 2, we hope
this kick-off event will help connect our
four congregations.
Come On Everyone: Let’s Go Together!

Membership News
Please Keep these Families in your Prayers:
Don Mattz

Sharon Gatch

Dolores and Al Eriksen

Joan Schechner

Duane Feurer

Pam Gross

Ron O’Toole

Art Busse & Family

Jack Buvelot

Jim O’Toole

Verna Snip

Madelaine Karge

Darlene Bonner

Jean Feurer

Do you have any news to share?
If you do there are two ways to share:
Email your news to DeVenhuizen@gmail.com ~ or ~
Leave a note in the Church Office labeled for the Herald
The DEADLINE is 10 days prior to the last Sunday of the current month.
Thank you!
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