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Pastor’s Corner
A Message from Pr. MaryBeth
When was the last time you picked up
the Bible and began to read? I encourage
you to start with the Psalms.;llo+9
There’s only
‘ one-hundred-fifty of them! There you will
find the entirety of scripture wrapped in a
nutshell. Creation stories, plaintive poems
of grief and lament; stories of God’s grace
and saving hope, of fear as well
as comfort.

With summer upon us and
gardens popping with so much
green and colorful flowers it’s
not so difficult to marvel at the
wonder of God’s creation. Why
not take a look at the joy and
wonder found in Psalm 104? Here’s the
first verse from The Message ~ enjoy!
“GOD, my God, how great you are!
beautifully, gloriously robed, dressed up
in sunshine, and all heaven stretched out
for your tent.” ~ vs. 1

Perhaps verse thirty from the New
Living Translation will strike a chord:
“When you give them your breath,
life is created, and you renew the face
of the earth.” ~ vs. 30

The earth is the LORD’s
and all that is in it, the world,
and those who live in it …
Psalm 24:1

As of this writing, the end of May for
our Herald due-date, it’s just a day after
another devastating shooting of little
school children in Uvalde, Texas by a very
troubled teen; just a week after grocery
shoppers were killed by a perverse racist
in Buffalo, New York. I think of the brave
Taiwanese Presbyterians in
Laguna Woods, California,
who fought and captured an
intruder after he killed one
person and wounded five,
because of their heritage.
Psalm 139 comes to mind:
“If I say, ‘Surely the
darkness shall cover me, and night
wraps itself around me,’ even the
darkness is not dark to you; the night is
as bright as the day, for darkness is as
light to you.” ~ vs. 11, 12

From the beauty of God’s creation to
the joys and sorrows of humanity, God
continues to speak personally, intimately
to our hearts, to the nations. Take a look at
the Psalms ~ Bible in hand or go online!
Try this: https://www.biblegateway.com/
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Notes from the President
Matthew 24: 32 says – “Now learn this parable from the fig tree: When its
branch has already become tender and puts forth leaves, you know that
summer is near.” After a rainy and cold spring, we have made it to summer.
Yay! Before everyone heads off to summer destinations, I want to give you
some quick updates about Immanuel.






The task force for the hiring of a new Preschool Director has chosen a
candidate who is in the final steps of DCFS approval. (This is necessary
as the Preschool is a DCFS licensed facility.) The search continues for
the additional staff needed for the Preschool team. Once we have
confirmation that all the steps have been finalized, we will introduce
the new staff!
Joyce Byrnes was very touched by the wonderful send-off she received on the last day of Preschool. She will teach summer camp
through the month of June, then begin her new chapter of life – retirement!
For the School of Music, Sarah has contacted a voice teacher who is
interested in providing private lessons. We are hoping to have our first
students this summer.

Please know that although summer usually means lower Sunday attendance,
the church still needs the congregation’s support to continue its mission. The
council and I ask that you remain faithful in your giving during this time.
I hope everyone has the chance to enjoy some rest and relaxation these next
months. Happy summer to all!
Sue Hickerson
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Membership News
Please Keep in your Prayers:
Darlene Bonner

Don Mattz

Sharon Gatch

Dolores and Al Eriksen

Joan Schechner

Duane Feurer

Pam Gross

Ron O’Toole

Art Busse & Family

Jack Buvelot

Jim O’Toole

Verna Snip

Madelaine Karge

Lois Murphy

Rosalind Peterson Family

Please keep these Families in your Prayers

Mission, Care, and Membership
While our committee takes a bit of a summer “vacation” from meetings,
we still have plans for the next Joyful Noise Collection and Congregational Activity
during the months of July through September.
The Joyful Noise collection is designated for Park Lawn. Their mission is to
provide services that promote choice and access to community living for people
with intellectual and developmental disabilities. That collection will be taken on
Sunday, September 4, 2022.

With the 2021-2022 school year recently ended, we’re already looking ahead
to the next one. We are asking Immanuel’s members to donate
school supplies.
Donations requested include glue sticks, boxes of 24 crayons, pencil cases
or pencil boxes, and pencils. Check out the Mission, Care, and Membership
bulletin board for more information about these projects.
If shopping is too difficult, monetary donations will also be accepted.
Look for envelopes at the ends of each pew. One check from Immanuel will
then be given to the school.
As always, thank you for your generous support in
doing God’s work.
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Pastor’s Corner or
Corner the Pastor?
“What does it mean, that humans have
‘signified God’ in various ways?”

This question came from our UCC

Lenten Devotional for March 16. I hope
you still have the book! The devotion for
that day helps us to understand how God
is portrayed or depicted in scripture and in
the way we humans often create God in
our own image. The lesson talks of how
folks claim to follow Christ, yet signify or
depict a God who cares more for white,
European people than for our black and
brown cousins.
The author, Illinois Conference UCC
Pastor, Marilyn Pagan-Banks, challenges us
to read scripture and understand our
relationship to the Divine from different
points of view, to expand and enrich our
understanding and experience of God.
For example: do you suppose First
Nations people living in poverty, on the
Reservation, understand and experience
God differently from someone living in a
gated community with all the comforts of
life? Do a conquered people see God as
persecutor or as sustainer? Do the victors
see God as justifier or judge?
As you engage in conversation with
God (and I know you do), reflect as if
your life is bound by historical oppression
or generational poverty. Would you
signify God differently than you ordinarily
would? As Christians, we are called to faith
in a God of Love who calls each of us to
love our neighbor as we love ourself ~ to
signify an expansive, all-inclusive Creator.

What if
God is
transforming your
pandemic pains
into something new:
faithful creativity,
radical flexibility,
hospitable fearlessness?

Ecumenical Bible Study
with Darlene Bonner, in the Parlor
Tuesdays
10:30 a.m.

Hannah Circle
Thank you to everyone that
participated in the Hannah Circle
Spring Flower Sale. We especially
appreciate those of you that
helped unload the truck at 5am
and sort flowers. This year's sale
netted a profit of $1,188.00! Enjoy
your flowers and by the way what
did one flower say to the other
flower? Plant one on me!

Next: “What is the ‘two-edged’ Gospel?”
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Immanuel’s 2022 Confirmation Class – Congratulations!
Two of Immanuel’s children will be confirmed in June!
Thanks to Brad Jenks for offering an interesting, informative
and faith-forming curriculum, Aislinn Taylor and Joshua Ritter
will be confirmed. As with all our students, Aislinn and Josh
are involved in so many worthy activities that we’ll hold two Confirmation
services. Both will have completed studies and their projects for presentation
to the Congregation during worship.
June 12: Aislinn Taylor, on Mary Magdalene
June 19: Joshua Ritter, on the Prophet Joshua
Aislinn will be an 8th grader at Lindblom Math and Science Academy. Later
in June, she will be at the National Youth Leadership Training for Boy Scouts in
Berrien Springs, MI. In July she will be at the UCC’s Tower Hill Outdoor Ministries
Camp in Sawyer, MI. In her ‘spare’ time, Aislinn will caddy at the Beverly Hills
Country Club.
Josh will be an 8th grader at Oak Lawn Hometown Middle School. In June,
he will be working on six Boy Scout merit badges and the Order of the Arrow
at a Boy Scout camp in Missouri. Josh will continue Scouting activities at
Owasippi Camp on Chrystal Lake in Whitehall, MI.
Please show your support for these two active,
dedicated, teens as they affirm their faith and
become full members of Immanuel UCC on
June 12 and June 19.

Congratulations to Elsie Murlowski’s,
Great Granddaughter AvaMarie Derouin who was
Inducted into Jr. National Honor Society in the month of May.
AvaMarie is a sixth grader at Queen of Martyrs School in
Evergreen Park. This society is an academic honor society
and a service organization. Fantastic job AvaMarie.
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“Evergreenia Concert Series”
All concerts will start at 5pm on the lawn, weather permitting.
Bring your chairs and a snack! This year’s concerts will feature
different musical genres.
June 11
July 9

Cabaret featuring singers from Egan Studios
Still to be determined

August 13 Lyric Opera Stage Artists

Congratulations
Art Busse’s Granddaughters
and nieces of Andy and Candace Busse
Katelyn Grace Busse earned an Engineering degree from Purdue University
(August 2019-May 2022.) She has already started working for Chicago Tube
and Iron.
Audrey Elizabeth Busse earned her High School diploma from Carl Sandburg
High School (August 2018-May 2022) and will be continuing her education at
Capri Beauty College this September.
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Electronic Giving
Summer is fast approaching and the hope of summer travel is enticing all
of us. I want to remind you that Immanuel offers electronic giving as a way
to automate your regular weekly offering.
Electronic giving offers convenience for individual congregation members
and provides much-needed donation consistency for our congregation.
Direct debit giving is used to automatically transfer funds from your
checking or savings account to the church’s bank account. You determine
the frequency and amount, donations can easily be put on hold, and
additional donations for special causes can be handled with cash or
a check.
As you contemplate future contributions,
please consider electronic giving.
For more information please contact Sue Ptak, Financial Secretary.

Aislinn Taylor's Eagle Project
I am collecting cash donations to make Fleece Tie Blankets that I will be
donating to the 19th Ward Mutual Aid and will be given out to people in need.
I will also be collecting donations of new or gently used
blankets. Those can be dropped off at 9530 S. Hoyne.
Money donations for new blankets can be sent
via Zelle to 708-476-6663 or Venmo @Erin-Taylor-28
All Blanket and Money Donations will be taken until June 11
For more info, please email me at antay0204@gmail.com
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