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Pastor’s Corner
A Message from Pr. MaryBeth

It’s Greek
to Me!

Did you ever wonder about the different
versions of the Lord’s Prayer? We can find it
in Matthew 6:9-13 or Luke 11:2-4. Even the
;llo+9
Gospel’s have different versions! Did you
‘
know there are seven ‘petitions’ we pray to
“Our Father in heaven”?
For most of my life, as soon as I could
follow along with the worship service, I asked
that God forgive my trespasses as I forgave the
trespasses of others. Of course, as a child,
I had no idea what a trespass was! By the time
I entered Seminary, a new vocabulary for this
fifth petition was used in worship: we asked
forgiveness for sin and for those who sin
against us. A contemporary word most of us
can understand!
In that same new version, instead of asking
our loving God, in the sixth petition, not to
lead us into temptation, I learned to ask that
God would save us from the time of trial. That
made sense! God does not tempt us, but saves
us from trials that may lead to loss of hope:
when we lose hope, we deny our Lord’s Word
of mercy, love and faith. Oops! That’s from
Luther’s Small Catechism: committed to
memory at a young age! Admittedly, I often
stumble and say, save us from the time of trial,
asking God to help me never to lose hope.
Just when I thought learning new versions
for the Lord’s Prayer was over, I went to work
for the Presbyterians at McCormick Seminary

in Hyde Park. Naturally, students, staff and
faculty attended weekly chapel services where
~ lo and behold ~ it’s not trespasses, it’s not
sins, it’s debts for which we seek forgiveness!
Now, being within the UCC for the last twelve
years, I’m used to debts.
These are not the only differences among
our Christian ecumenical churches. How many
of us have participated in Catholic worship
with family or friends and accidentally
revealed ourselves as Protestant by being the
only voice continuing the prayer with for thine
is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory
forever and ever? Neither of the Gospels of
Matthew or Luke include this phrase.
That line first appeared in the 1611 King
James version because the translators, a’way
back then, thought they had the oldest,
authentic Greek manuscript where someone
along the way added that verse. It likely came
from the Old Testament, I Chronicles 2:11,
“Thine, O LORD is the greatness, and the
power, and the glory, and the victory, and the
majesty: for all that is in the heaven and in the
earth is thine; thine is the kingdom, O LORD,
and thou art exalted as head above all.”

So, what are we to do with a Lord’s Prayer
that has so many versions? Turn to Page 4 and
read “Corner the Pastor” for more!
Read on …
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Notes from the President
Alleluia! Christ is risen! We are now in the season of Eastertide. Having
celebrated a beautiful worship service on Easter, we continue our journey as
disciples of Christ. We are all ministers for Immanuel and although each of us
plays a special, unique role, we are united in our mission. Here are some
examples of Immanuel in action:
 On the last day of April, Hannah Circle held the pick-up day for their spring
flower sale. A big thank you goes out to all the members of this group. Unloading the flowers at 5am is quite a job!
 John Ptak continues to work with a sound system consultant to upgrade
Immanuel’s outdated and non-functional equipment. The funding for this project has been provided by an anonymous donor. Thank you, John, for researching this project, and for the support from the anonymous donor!
 Mission, Care and Membership’s projects for this quarter are: support for
AND, A New Direction Beverly Morgan Park, and for summer church camp
scholarships. See the bulletin board and materials at the back of the church
for more information.
 The job search is continuing to find a new Preschool Director as Joyce Byrnes is retiring at the end of this school year. The Task Force has been working
hard to find a qualified candidate.
May holds two special days - Mother’s Day and Memorial Day. Both days
have very special meaning and are filled with love and gratitude.
Many parts, but one body. Thank you to all who give tirelessly to the mission
of Immanuel. (I would be afraid to name them all as I would surely leave
someone’s name off the long list!)
The many volunteers helping Immanuel are the heart of this faithful
community.
Peace,
Sue Hickerson
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Membership News
Please Keep in your Prayers:
Darlene Bonner

Don Mattz

Sharon Gatch

Dolores and Al Eriksen

Joan Schechner

Duane Feurer

Pam Gross

Ron O’Toole

Art Busse & Family

Jack Buvelot

Jim O’Toole

Verna Snip

Madelaine Karge

Connie Dobbin and the Brzeczek-Gale Families
Please keep these Families in your Prayers

Worship Committee
We would like to honor all graduates on May 22.
Anyone who would like someone honored can leave
a note (and a picture of the graduate would be great!!)
in the office or email Erin Taylor at eefeurer@yahoo.com.

Mission, Care, and Membership: April – June

Our Congregational Activity supports A New Direction,
Beverly Morgan Park.
AND serves women, men, and children on Chicago’s far South Side providing
counseling, education, support, and advocacy to individuals and families
affected by Domestic Violence at no charge to clients. AND’s vision is “for every
home be safe and free of domestic abuse and to break the cycle of violence for
future generations.”
Envelopes can be found in the pews.
Joyful Noise contributions
are designated for the
Tower Hill Scholarship Fund
for Immanuel’s children.
Collection will be on June 5th.
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Pastor’s Corner or
Corner the Pastor?
“Why are there so many variations of
the Lord’s Prayer?”
Imagine my surprise when a question arose
regarding the vocabulary in the Lord’s Prayer:
not about the terms for trespass, sin or debt;
nor about the meaning of whether God leads
us into temptation or saves us from the time
of trial. Instead, the Pastor is Cornered about
the conjunctions “and” or “but” between the
sixth and seventh petition. The seventh being
deliver us from evil.
While there is no theological or doctrinal
controversy regarding the use of and or but,
with the UCC being a church of welcome for
all, there is bound to be a question regarding
the differences in the Lord’s Prayer.
We know Jesus must have spoken the
language of his heritage and culture: Aramaic.
Yet, the earliest New Testament texts were
recorded in the ancient koiné, or common,
Greek. And so, the Lord’s Prayer, in both
Matthew and Luke, was written from memory
and recorded in Greek.
Let’s take a quick look: Matthew prefers,
ὀφειλήματα (ofeilímata), that’s Greek for
debts. Luke prefers, ἁμαρτίας (amartías),
that’s Greek for sins. Matthew prefers to
connect the sixth and seventh petitions with
αλλα, (alla) that’s Greek for but. Luke prefers
to connect these petitions with Καὶ (kai) that’s
Greek for and.
Perhaps you’ve noticed in the Sunday
bulletin a helpful note next to the Lord’s
Prayer: “Please use the words most familiar
to you.” After all, we are the United Church
of Christ: while our faith is over two-thousand
years old, our thinking is not. All are welcome
for God is still speaking.

What if
you regularly
gave the earth
and yourself
intentional time
to breathe
and rest?

Ecumenical Bible Study
with Darlene Bonner Returns to Church
Tuesday,
May 10, 10:30 a.m.
First lesson:
Job 19:19-27

Thanks for a Delicious Easter
Breakfast!
Mmmm good! Upon entering the
church on Easter morning, we were
greeted with the scents of pancakes
and eggs on the grill and coffee
brewing. A big thank you to the
Rahm and Ritter families for
providing this wonderful start to the
day. We appreciate all the work that
Brad, Nancy, Nolan, Hannah, Glen,
Ann, Josh and Maggie provided to
make the day Egg-stra special!

Peace, Shalom, Pax ~ Pr. MaryBeth
4

Love will win.
Jesus wasn't starting a new religion, or even criticizing
an old one. He was teaching a spiritual practice:
the practice of radical kindness and trust in God.
That's all. That's it. That's Jesus' teaching and ministry
in a nutshell.
Sounds nice and benign, huh? ~ But if you practice radical kindness to
everybody, including the poor, sick, outcast, foreigners, incarcerated,
sinners, enemies, everybody, well, it will overturn all of society.
Love is powerful, and love is revolutionary, and people with worldly power
will resist it. But love will win. Love will win.
by Steve Garnaas-Holmes

VOLUNTEERS WANTED
Become a Volunteer at
OSF Healthcare Little Company of Mary
Our Mission
In the spirit of Christ and the example of
Francis of Assisi, the Mission of OSF Healthcare is to serve persons with
the greatest care
and love in a community that celebrates the Gift of Life.
Volunteering is a great way to share your knowledge and time with
your community. Volunteers assist with special programs and projects.
Volunteers are an integral part of our mission at OSF Healthcare Little
Company of Mary.
If you would like to become a Volunteer at
OSF Healthcare Little Company of Mary,
please call Volunteer Services
at (708) 229-5280
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