The Immanuel Herald
Publication of Immanuel United Church of Christ

December 2021

Pastor’s Corner
A Message from Pr. MaryBeth

ADVENT AND CHRISTMAS: LIGHT THE CANDLES!
One of my fondest memories of Advent, the four weeks leading up to
Christmas, was our family gathering each Sunday after supper to light a candle on the Advent
wreath, share in a brief devotion, scripture reading and prayer. As the four girls in our family
made it into high school with so many activities, we still found time to be together.
The tradition reaches back to pre-Christian northern Europeans. During the darkest days of
winter, they lit as many as twenty-four candles on an evergreen-covered wheel or wreath. By
lighting a candle a day, they marked time, anticipating the return of the sun’s light and warmth.
By the 1500s, both Lutherans and Catholics adapted the Advent Wreath as a devotional way to
prepare for the coming of Christ, the Light of the World.
Today, our wreath has four candles, one for each week during Advent with a white candle in
the center of the wreath for Christmas. The symbols of the Advent wreath are interpreted in many
ways. The circle of evergreens reminds us of the ever-renewing promises of Christ. By lighting the
candles we pause to prepare our hearts for the light of Christ to shine at Christmas.
The colors of the candles vary: three are purple or blue, to represent Advent’s expectations
of royalty, liberation, redemption, and hope. For the third Sunday of Advent, a pink candle
notes a shift in the Biblical themes: the first two Sundays focus on the Bible’s prophetic vision
of Christ’s return. The third Sunday reminds us of John the Baptizer’s call for repentance; often
called Gaudete Sunday, for rejoicing. The fourth Sunday reminds us of God’s call to Mary and
her faithful response.
Finally, on Christmas Eve or Christmas Day, a center white candle
is lit to signify that the light of Christ is fully present; Jesus is born!
May this Advent and Christmas be a time to embrace the light of
hope that belongs to each of us as beloved children of God. Although
this season may include a sense of loneliness, please know that our
Immanuel friends are always there with a word of love and cheer ~ and
maybe even a warm cup of cocoa!
As always, your friend in Christ,

Pastor MaryBeth
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Notes from the President
O come, O come, Immanuel. Here we are in December – the season
of Advent, the time of waiting for the arrival of the Christ child. At times it has
felt like this whole year has been one long season of waiting – waiting for the
pandemic to end, waiting to return to our previous “normal”. Waiting can
mean that one sits idly, twiddling one’s fingers as time passes by. To the
contrary, Immanuel has been busy during this waiting period!
Buildings and Grounds continues to work to keep the building in good
condition. New flooring will be installed in the office and Room 103. New
decorating will create a Pastor’s Corner in Room 103 where Pastor MaryBeth
will “hangout” when she is present in the church.
The waiting period to use Schmiechen Hall is over! Soon you will hear
children running up and down the court, dribbling and shooting basketballs.
Registration is beginning now for the HotShots Basketball Camp to be held in
February 2022. This will be a “pared down” version of the regular HotShots
Program as we navigate the challenges of Covid 19.
We are excited to welcome Alexia Rivera as the administrative Director
of the Immanuel School of Music! (See Alexia’s bio and picture in this
newsletter.) She will be working with Sarah Jenks to develop a schedule of
available lesson times for private piano and voice lessons.
During this season, please consider donating to Anew, Building Beyond
Violence and Abuse. The monetary donations will be used to fund the needs
and wishes of those who have experienced domestic violence – those who
wait for peace and healing.
Remember Advent last year when we had virtual services? The wait
is over as we now worship in person to celebrate the season! The children
will present their Christmas program on December 12th and the choir will
sing special music on December 19th. We hope you can join us for these
wonderful services.
The birth of Jesus Christ, the wonderful gift from God, is the
culmination of Advent. Immanuel means God with us. The Good News
is that God is always with us – even during long and dark hours of waiting.
Joy to the world, the Lord is come!
Wishing all of you a wonder-full Christmas!
Sue Hickerson
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Membership News
Please Keep in your Prayers:
Darlene Bonner

Don Mattz

Dolores and Al Eriksen

Joan Schechner

Duane Feurer

Pam Gross

Ron O’Toole

Art Busse & Family

Jack Buvelot

Jim O’Toole

Christine Hickerson

Verna Snip

Madelaine Karge

Roger Engemann

Please keep these Families in your Prayers

Informational
Free Virtual Tour:
Bethlehem and Nazareth
on
Tuesday, December 21st at 4 pm
This program is 1 hr 30 min and the
event is conducted by Girl Travel tours.
Here’s the link:
https://us02web.zoom.us/.../reg.../WN
_J2pa6KUvR16CH1Wk2pW0aQ

A Winning Dahlia
On August 28, 2020 Deb Venhuizen
entered her Nick Sr. Dahlia in the
Southtown Dahila Club’s 84th Annual
Show and won. Deb received two
awards in the N-Novice section:
Largest Bloom, and
Most perfect AA Bloom
On November 7, she attended an
awards Banquet in Arlington Heights
were she received a certificate and
a gift from the Oregon Lane County
Dahlia Society.

Hold your mouse over the blue letters above
and follow the directions.
Those with a paper copy must type the
blue letters.
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Making a Difference for Troop 618
Maggie and Josh, whose parents are Ann and Glen Ritter, are making a
difference. They would like to thank everyone who supported their fundraiser
by purchasing popcorn or making a donation. With this support their troop was
able to buy new gear, go to camps and enjoy scouting adventures.
Last year they sold a total of $6,000.00. This year they almost doubled that
amount with raising $11,353.00.
How did they accomplish this task? By going door to door, online sales,
pop up stands and they even stood in front of the Hinsdale Tollway Oasis.
They asked their parents to help out by asking people at their place of
employment, too.
What do Maggie and Josh from Troop 618 have to say:

“We couldn’t have done it without you guys. Thank you.”
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Mission, Care, and Membership
As always, remember that together with God’s help, we can do great things
The Congregation Activity through December will benefit
Anew – Building Beyond Violence and Abuse, formerly South
Suburban Family Shelter.
We will be supporting their “Adopt-a-Family” program to fulfill
holiday wishes.
Envelopes are available in the pews and on the round table in the Narthex.
Thank you for your continued support and generosity in doing God’s work.

Joyful Noise collected December 12, will benefit the “Redo 103” project.
The room will be transformed into a fun, gathering and relaxation place for
the children of Immanuel.
As always, remember that together with God’s help, we can do great things.

Immanuel Memorials Received since June 1 – Gifts of Grace!
Given in memory of Ruth Berg by: Linda Barrios, Dolores and Allen Eriksen
Given in memory of Dorothy Pfeiffer by: Linda Barrios and Laura Pfeiffer
Bockmann
Given for Immanuel’s Garden by: Dolores and Allen Eriksen,
Duane and Jane Feurer, and Sue Hickerson
Given in memory of Gerry Snip by: Kathy Alessandri, Linda Barrios,
Gloria Blascyk, Emma Dabney, Dolores and Allen Eriksen,
Jane and Duane Feurer, Linda and Brad Generoso, Sue Hickerson,
Karen Lingle, Karen Mankiewicz, Shirley Mikolaitis, Elsie Murlowski,
John and Sue Ptak, Debi Quain, and Verna Snip
Given in memory of Judith Borowiak by: Linda Barrios,
Dolores and Allen Eriksen, Duane and Jane Feurer, Jean Feurer,
Sue Hickerson, John and Sue Ptak
Given in memory of Sandra Busse by: Linda Barrios, Rosemarie Davidson,
and Bette Engemann
Given for Advent Decorations: Dolores and Allen Eriksen,
Duane and Jane Feurer, Sue Hickerson, Fred and Beverly Krieger,
Luann and Jeffrey Parduhn, Linda Parduhn, and John and Sue Ptak
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December Advent & Christmas
Worship & Events at Immanuel
Nov. 28 – HOPE
Dec. 5 – PEACE

Dec. 12 – JOY
Dec. 19 – LOVE

Dec. 12, 10 a.m. – Children’s Christmas
Program
2 p.m. Second Sunday
Christmas Program
Dec. 19, 10 a.m. – Choir Christmas
Anthems
Dec. 21, 5 p.m. – Blue Christmas
Afternoon Worship
Dec. 24, 10 p.m. – Christmas Eve
Candle-Light Worship

What is “Blue Christmas”?
The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it.
John 1:5
When darkness falls and feels like it will never lift, it’s worth gathering around
the Light. The idea of Blue Christmas is to acknowledge that darkness. Blue?
Yes, as in the blues. For many of us, the approaching Christmas may not bring the
happiness and joy we long for. Perhaps this is the first big holiday without a loved
one, we may hold memories of sadness or trauma, other stresses can overwhelm
us like financial worries, health challenges, even societal fears … and what about
this pandemic!?
Instead of wearing a forced smile or just staying home from church at Christmas,
a service of worship to affirm the reality of our feelings, may offer an opportunity
for healing and hope. A Blue Christmas service opens the possibility to accept
ourselves as we are, at this time.
December 21, the longest night of the year, is the feast day for
the Apostle Thomas, who also struggled to believe the Resurrection
Good News that life and not death has the last word.

Blue Christmas Worship: Dec. 21, 5 p.m. at Church
6

Pastor’s Corner
or

Second Sunday Concert

Corner the Pastor?
Have a question about the Bible,
theology, church history or worship?
Submit your questions to
Pr. MaryBeth to record a brief
response posted on Immanuel’s
website, Facebook Page and
the Pastor’s Corner Bulletin Board.
Let’s see what we come up with!
Submit questions to:
mbingberg@gmail.com
By December 30,
Posted by January 7, 2022

Sunday, December 12
2:00 p. m.

Alexia Rivera is a professional
chorister, singing with such groups as the
Chicago Symphony Chorus, Grant Park
Symphony Chorus, Chicago a cappella
and the Church of the Ascension
Choir. She is also the Office Manager at
Broadway United Methodist Church in
Lakeview. Apart from her professional
work, you may find Alexia in the garden,
reading, organizing (a compulsive,
though satisfying, habit), trying her hand
at new activities (swimming, ice skating,
painting, violin) or exploring the beautiful
Beverly neighborhood where she lives
with her husband and son. She looks
forward to assisting with Immanuel’s
new School of Music!
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