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A Message from Pr. MaryBeth 
 

 The two scripture passages from the  

 Gospel of Matthew remind us that as  

 we care for the least among us, including children, we show our care for Christ himself.  
  

 As many of us at Immanuel have been vaccinated to protect against the Covid-19 virus, and, as we 

 are joyful at seeing smiling faces in church, we must remember that there are more than a few in our 

 beloved Immanuel family who are not vaccinated and remain vulnerable ~ even around others who 

 are vaccinated!  
 

 Seeing children in church is a wonderful thing! We love all our Immanuel kids  

 and want them to be happy, to thrive and to be safe. Because children under the  

 age of 12 years are not yet eligible for the vaccine, it is up to us, among the  

 vaccinated,  to make a small Sacrifice of Love to keep them safe, especially  

 when we worship indoors: When children are present, please, wear your mask.  
 

 Most of the children wear masks, but as added protection, as a way to show our 

 love and understanding, keep a mask handy. When a bouncing child or a shy  

 child comes ‘round to greet you … pop that mask on quick! The Gospel of Matthew reminds us that 

 as we show love to the least of the members of Jesus’ family, our little sisters and brothers, we are 

 showing love for Christ himself.  
 

This pandemic year-and-more has not been easy for anyone, 

and it’s lasted longer than any of us could have imagined.  

It’s been tough, I know.  As faithful disciples of Christ, with 

encouragement and hope we receive from each other and 

through faithful prayer ~ we will get through this.   
 

As Grandparents and Parents in faith, we are being called upon 

to act as Christ on behalf of those not yet vaccinated, 

especially the children, so loved by Jesus. 
  

       As always, your friend in Christ, 

       Pastor MaryBeth 
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Pastor’s Corner 
‘Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of these  

who are members of my family, you did it to me.’ 
 

 ~ Matthew 25:40   
 

Jesus said, “Let the little children come to me, and do not stop them;  

for it is to such as these that the kingdom of heaven belongs.”  

And he laid his hands on them and went on his way. 
 

~ Matthew 19:14-15 
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Notes from the President 
 

Warm greetings to you all! We are in those sunny days of summer and I hope you are 

taking some time to kick back and relax. In saying that, the committees at Immanuel 

continue to meet to support Immanuel’s family and the mission of our church.  
 

Here are some updates from our June council meeting: 
 

 Guidelines about masking were discussed and developed  

      (see To Mask or Not To Mask). 

 Mission, Care, and Membership is planning a school supply drive. 

 Christian Ed and Worship have posted the information about graduates 

      (Congratulations to all!) and the summer reading list. 

 Buildings and Grounds committee has been busy with their “To Do” list.  

      The following items were addressed to keep our 60+ year building going –  

1. New water heater was installed 

2. Iron railing on porch at entryway was fixed 

3. Mildew and mold were removed from the choir room wall and repainted 

4. Roofing maintenance will be completed 

5. Gutter cleaning will be done 

6. Installation of new pole lights is being planned (this will involve new concrete 

bases and outside electrical wiring).  
 

Another important item that was completed was an evaluation of Pastor MaryBeth’s 

first 8 months here at Immanuel. From this discussion, the Pastor has identified 3 areas of 

priority that she will be working on these next months. They are: 
 

1. Continue to increase her general knowledge and understanding of  

     Immanuel UCC – including worship traditions, volunteers, communications, 

     individuals, families, and organizations relating to Immanuel and Immanuel’s  

     place in the community. 
 

2. Continue to nurture spiritual and scriptural awareness and growth in worship settings 

and in teaching – to create inspiring liturgies for Sunday worship, provide 

opportunities for worship during the week (online, in-person; for communion, prayer) 

and offer at least one Adult Bible Study per quarter. An idea for the future is to 

develop a “Pastor’s Corner” – a weekly short video of MaryBeth’s response to a 

question that would be posted on the website and Facebook. 
 

3. Continue to engage in outreach among church members – by phone and in-person 

visits. If someone is unable to attend due to transportation issues, she will share that 

need with members who would be willing to assist. Future outreach will also include 

community and ecumenical outreach, especially regarding joint endeavors with 

other churches. 
 

Whew! Looking at all that we do is something! We are thankful to the committees  

and all Immanuel’s members and friends who work together and show that we are 

“small, but mighty”! Best wishes to all for a safe and relaxing summer! 
 

  ~  Sue Hickerson 
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TO MASK OR NOT TO MASK…. 
 

     Immanuel’s family has been very compliant with following the CDC’s guidance 

  regarding mask wearing and social distancing during the Covid 19 pandemic. 

  Thanks to the development of vaccines, the CDC has lifted several restrictions for 

  fully immunized people. (You can read the full statement at the CDC or Illinois 

  Department of Public Health websites.)  
 

     What does this mean for Immanuel? Yes, being fully immunized does provide 

  more protection and allows people to have more freedom in interacting with 

  others. However, we have to remember that our young ones – those under 12 –  

  cannot receive the vaccine and we need to protect them and keep them safe. 

  That being said, the following guidelines were discussed and agreed upon at the 

 June council meeting: 
 

 If you are fully immunized, you do not need to wear a mask while in church, 

    except when children are present. We respectfully ask that if you are 

    interacting with children, please continue to wear a mask.  

         Of course, if you are more comfortable wearing a mask all the time,  

         by all means, do so! Also, if you have not been fully immunized,  

         we respectfully ask that you remain masked.  

 If you are a child under 12, or an unvaccinated child 12 or over,  

    you need to wear a mask at all times.  

 If you want to sing or hum any of the hymns, you can do so – but, only with  

    a mask on. This is because the number of particles that become air-born 

    during these activities increase the possibility of viral spreading.  
 

     To summarize – while in the sanctuary, adults and those pre-teens and 

  adolescents who are fully immunized can worship without wearing a mask  

  when younger children are not present. If children are present - such as when 

  collecting the Joyful Noise Collection, when taking communion, or sitting in  

  the pews with family or friends – everyone is asked to wear a mask – no matter 

  your immunization status.   
 

     These guidelines may change as more information becomes available from the 

  CDC and IDPH.  We are trying to make the best decisions for our congregation 

  and welcome any questions or concerns you may have.  
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Membership News 
 

Please Keep in your Prayers: 
 

 

Darlene Bonner             Joan Schechner                    Judy Borowiak 
 

Don Mattz                      Dolores and Al Eriksen          Ron O’Toole  
 

Madelaine Karge          Pam Gross                              Jim O’Toole 
 

                     Art and Sandy Busse                    Jack Buvelot              
 

  Memorial Services: 
 

  Ruth Berg, Memorial/Interment service will be at the  

                    Abraham Lincoln  Cemetery in Elwood, IL. on Friday, July 2. 
 

  Dorothy Pfeiffer, Memorial Service will be at Immanuel on  

                   Saturday, August 14, followed by an outdoor social/lunch. 
 

                                 Please keep these Families in your Prayers 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Congratulations 
 

Jackson Graham Dooley, GREAT grandson of Jacqueline Moline was born  

   at Christ Hospital June16, 2021, weighing in at 8lb. 2oz and 22 inches long.  
 

Cameron Finn Venhuizen will be baptized on July 18, 2021 and his grandmother 

Deborah Gabriel-Venhuizen is ecstatic. Deborah was baptized and married 

at the same altar as her grandson, where Cam’s father and uncles were also 

baptized.  At Immanuel on Michigan Avenue, Cam’s great grandparents 

were married, his great-grandaunt, great-granduncle and grandaunt, Billie, 

were baptized. How blessed that Cam’s Mom, Meghan, and Dad, Derek, 

chose Immanuel as a visual testimony of our commitment to Christ.  

Immanuel continues to be a blessed place of worship to five generations 

   of the Gabriel-Venhuizen family.   

 
 

 

 

                    Memorial Donations 
 

In Memory of Ruth Berg  

  by Linda Barrios and Dolores Eriksen  
 

In Memory of Dorothy Pfeiffer for  

Immanuel’s Garden by daughter, Laura Bochmann     

and family 

“Thank  
You!” 
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Help Wanted! 
 

Sunday School teachers are 

needed for our summer session of 

Sunday School now through August. 
 

The lessons and activities can be 

accessed online at Sermons4Kids  

or Candy or Chris can provide them. 
 

They are easy to follow, and the 

children would appreciate seeing 

you!  Please use the signup sheet  

on the bulletin board and contact 
 

 Candy Busse (708) 829-7221 or 

Chris Dewey (708) 363-5329 

with any questions, and thank you! 

 

Graduates 
Let's celebrate our graduates! 

 

  If one of your family members 

  has graduated please provide 

  a photo and information and 

  your graduate will be added 

  to the bulletin board in the hall. 
 

  Please give your photos to 

  Erin Taylor or place them in 

  the office. Photos will be 

  returned. 
 

  Thank you!  

 

Immanuel’s July Reading Group 
 

The Book of Joy: Lasting Happiness in a Changing World: 

A conversation with  

His Holiness the Dalai Lama and Archbishop Desmond Tutu. 
 

These two spiritual leaders “explore the Nature of True Joy 

and confront each of the Obstacles to Joy – from fear,  

stress, and anger to grief, illness, and death. The book 

includes suggested daily Joy Practices. 
 

                        Four-weeks ~ Thursdays, 7 :00-8:00 p.m. ~ July 8, 15, 22, 29 

                      In-Person at Church … Where we’ll also Zoom 
 

                  Still time to order a book: good used books are only $5. 

               Call Pr. MaryBeth, (312) 420-6671 
 

 

“Evergreenia Concert” ~ Saturday, July 10, 5:30 p.m. 
  

                         “The Sounds of Tin Pan Alley”  
 

The concert will feature music from the late 19th century  

and early 20th century with composers such as Joplin,  

Gershwin, and Cole Porter.  It is outdoors, on the church  

lawn, so bring a lawn chair and anything you may want  

to eat or drink. We will relocate indoors in the case of inclement weather. 
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  The Vaccine Scene 
 

  The Mayo Clinic has developed an interactive  

  Vaccine Map of the United States giving updates  

  on the percentage of people vaccinated in each  

  state. As of the last week of June, Illinois is only at 44%  

  fully vaccinated, 58% with at least one shot.  

  The website link includes an interactive map telling where 

  Covid-19 is increasing or decreasing. There are also many answers to common  

  questions about the vaccine, much helpful and encouraging information!  
 

https://www.mayoclinic.org/coronavirus-covid-19/vaccine-

tracker?fbclid=IwAR2fcx6wAy2UomhNeFS1HaPCLIs8CNUmSALpiOS-

3MIrp4ffpVL6_gQeS_s 
 

Mission, Care, and Membership 
 

While our committee takes a bit of a summer “vacation” from meetings, 

we still have plans for the Joyful Noise Collection – Triple R Pets, and a 

Congregation Activity – School Supply Drive for Southeast School at 

9800 South Francisco, during the months of July through September. 
 

       Triple R Pets is an all-volunteer organization, including  

  Bob O’Neill, founded in the time of Hurricane Katrina, to  

  reunite animals with their owners and finding homes for  

  those who could no longer remain with their owners.  

  Returning home, the volunteers turned their focus to the  

  “trap-neuter-return” efforts in Chicagoland area. 
 

       With the 2020-2021 schoolyear recently ended, we’re already thinking about  

     the next one. That’s what happens when you have three,  

     now-retired, teachers on the committee.    

     Southeast School has a wish list for most-needed items.  

     They include – glue sticks, boxes of 24 crayons, washable 

     markers, dry-erase markers, pencil case or pencil box, and 

     composition notebooks (those black & white marble  

     cover ones many of us remember).  
 

       Check out the Mission, Care, and Membership bulletin board for more 

  information about these projects. If shopping is too difficult, monetary donations 

  will also be accepted, then one check from Immanuel will be given to the 

  school.  As always, thank you for your generous support. 
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Celebrating at Immanuel UCC ~ Rejoice! 
 

In June and July we welcome two sisters and one 

brother in Christ through the Sacrament of Baptism. 
 

 

June 20:  Allison Elizabeth Pacheco, daughter of  

Hugo and Carlie O’Toole Pacheco.  

Allison was born January 4, 2021. Her godparents  

are Lindsay McCool and Monica Pacheco. 
 

June 27:   Amelia Ana Hernandez, daughter of  

Elliott and Faith Steinz Hernandez. Amelia was born  

November 2, 2018. Her godparents are  

Robert and Ginnie LaRocco. 
 

July 18:  Cameron Finn Venhuizen, son of  

Derek and Meghan Maloney Venhuizen.  

Cameron was born September 30, 2021. His godparents  

are Caitlin Maloney-Mulderink and Brett Venhuizen 

            July Worship & Concert Schedule ~ Sunday at 9:30 a.m. 
 

  July 4:    Indoor, Worship with Communion 
 

  July 10:  Outdoor, Saturday “Evergreenia Concert,” 5:30pm 
  

  July 11:  Outdoor, Worship, Lawn chair & one to share.   
 

  July 18:  Indoor, Worship with Baptism 
 

  July 25:  Outdoor: Worship, Lawn chair & one to share. 
 

Did you know that Amazon donates to Immanuel Church? 
 

  We have received $27.27 from Amazon so far this year, through members who 

  shop at smile.amazon.com to generate donations for charity at no extra cost.  

  Amazon donates 0.5% of the price of your purchase to your designated charity. 

  This may not seem like a lot, but the more members we have that designate 

  Immanuel as their charity, the more money we will receive (Amazon has 

  donated $262,635,668.36 as of June, 2021).  
 

  So tell your kids, your friends, your neighbors  

  to shop Amazon Smile!  
                  

Contact Sue Ptak if you would like further information  

or help signing up. 
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The Immanuel Herald 

             A Publication of 

  IMMANUEL UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST   

 9815 S. Campbell Avenue 

Evergreen Park, IL 60805 

Phone: (708) 424-3755 

Fax: (708) 424-0379 
 

Pastor Ingberg 
 

Phone: (312) 420-6671 
 

Email:  mbingberg@gmail.com 
 

Visit our website: 

Immanueluccep.org 
 

Visit our Facebook page 

Email:  Immanuel_uccep@att.net 
 

Help us save paper and postage 

Receive The Herald via e-mail 

July / August  2021 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 


