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 “It’s a Birthday Party!”  
 

  Seven weeks after Easter the church celebrates another festival 

  called Pentecost. Originally a Jewish feast day, called Shavuot  

  in Hebrew, Pentecost commemorates the giving of the Law to  

  Moses at Mount Sinai fifty days after the Passover. The English  

  word, Pentecost, comes from a Greek word that means “fifty”  

  or “fiftieth day.” 
 

  This year we’ll celebrate this day on May 23, by wearing red to church, sharing a picnic lunch 

  outdoors (safely) afterward, and enjoying our “Immanuel is Blooming” garden. Pentecost is  

  remembered as the unofficial birthday of the church. Here’s the story from Acts 2:1-4: 
 

“When the day of Pentecost had come, the Apostles were all together in one  

  place. And suddenly from heaven there came a sound like the rush of wind,  

  and it filled the entire house where they were sitting. Divided tongues, as  

  of fire, appeared among them, and a tongue rested on each of them. All of  

  them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other languages,  

  as the Spirit gave them ability.” 

              

  The commotion surrounding Pentecost didn’t go unnoticed. Rumors started spreading through  

  the streets of Jerusalem, and crowds started gathering. At some point, Peter moved to the front  

  of the growing crowds with newfound boldness. He raised his voice and began addressing the  

  curious crowd – delivering what many consider his first sermon. 
 

          This account of Pentecost goes on to tell us  

          that about three-thousand people accepted  

          Peter’s message and were baptized that day.  

          From 120 disciples in hiding to a public movement 

          of over 3,000 Jesus followers in just one day – it  

          was the beginning of what would later be called  

          the “Christian church.” In fact, many Christians 

          today call this event at Pentecost the “birthday  

          of Christianity.”          
                                                                  

   Even though we are still in tough times during this pandemic, struggling to spread the Word  

   of love, welcome, hope and healing – as Christians, we must always remember that our faith  

   is often celebrated in times of joy even in the midst of struggle. “Happy Birthday!” 
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A Message from our President 
 

Hello and happy spring! Being Easter people, we celebrate the newness of life. 

Immanuel is celebrating new things, too. We welcome our now “official” 

Pastor, MaryBeth Ingberg, and a new council. Before I continue, I want to 

thank the 2020 council for all they did during this past year, and for continuing 

to serve additional months in 2021. Yes, it was an unprecedented year, but by 

the grace of God, the council and Immanuel’s faithful congregation helped 

keep everything running. It is true that several churches closed during the 

pandemic. But, here we are – still “small, but mighty!”  
 

Speaking of new things, here are some topics that were discussed at the last 

council meeting: 
 

 Immanuel’s garden – A new design with perennial plants will beautify our 

entryway. Everyone is invited to help make this a reality by helping defray 

the cost of the plants and actually planting the plants. 
 

 HotShots Basketball Camp – This new camp would be a 6 week  

instructional camp to be held this fall to teach children basketball  

fundamentals. The HotShots season with scheduled games will start in 

January 2022. If you are interested in joining the task force to plan this 

camp, please let me know.  
 

 Immanuel’s School of Music – Now that we are slowly and cautiously  

re-opening, we would like to get this program started with the funding 

provided from the LEEAP grant. A guiding team is needed to help  

this program begin. Again, let me know if you are interested in joining  

this team.   
 

 Immanuel’s Summer Reading – Some ideas were discussed for people to 

share their suggestions of “good reads” for the summer, as well as, possi-

bly holding a book study. Stay tuned for more information about this.    

 

As President, I look forward to working with all of you and welcome any ideas 

you may have. It is only through working together that we can continue to 

follow Immanuel’s mission - “Loving Others, and Doing God’s Work”.  
 

Peace, 

Sue Hickerson 



3 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Immanuel United Church of Christ Welcomes New Pastor 
 

     Immanuel United Church of Christ celebrated the installation of  

Rev. MaryBeth Ingberg as its new pastor on April 11, 2021. The installation 

was held during worship service and was officiated by Rev. Dr. Terrill Murff, 

Associate Conference Minister for the Chicago Metropolitan Association. 

Rev. Ingberg is a long-standing resident of Beverly and has been involved in 

several community projects, including the Blessing of the Waters in Blue Island. 
 

     She is looking forward to leading Immanuel’s congregation in its 138th year 

of serving the community. Immanuel United Church of Christ is located at 

9815 S. Campbell in Evergreen Park. All are welcome to attend worship 

service in-person, in compliance with CDC guidelines, or per livestream every 

Sunday at 10:00am.   

 

What’s Happening in May? 
 

May 2    Communion Sunday – In-Person Worship 

               Zoom Communion will be offered Thursday evening, May 6, 7:00 p.m. 

               Watch for the email notice and Zoom invitation April 27. 
 

May 4    Christian Education and Worship Committee 
 

May 6     Zoom Communion, 7pm 
 

May 9     Mother’s Day  
 

May 10   Church Council Meeting 
 

May 17   Volunteer Gardeners Needed this week: May 17-23. Sign up! 
 

May 23   Pentecost Sunday – Wear Red; Honor Sunday School Teachers, 

                Picnic Lunch & Gardening after Church, Special Offering:  

               “Strengthen the Church” 
 

May 30   Memorial Day Weekend 
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Mission, Care, and Membership 
Immanuel’s collection of masks and 4 or 8 ounce bottles of hand sanitizer  

has ended. The Night Ministry has already  received 48 bottles of hand sanitizer 

and 400 masks.  
  

During the month of March we continued to collect and our congregation 

amassed another 48 bottles of hand sanitizer and 475 masks.   
 

That’s a total of 96 bottles of hand sanitizer and 975 masks ! 
  

That alone is amazing enough, but remember that  cash donations were also 

accepted. That total was $700!! 
  

The remaining items and a check will be delivered to The Night Ministry on  

April 26th.  
  

THANK YOU  for your amazing support and for living out Immanuel’s Mission 

Statement and “doing God’s work”. 
 

Mission and Care Committee 

Susan Artwohl, Jane Feurer, Bob O’Neill, Sue Ptak

 

May 23, 2021 – Pentecost Sunday 
 

Immanuel has a full slate of activities planned for Pentecost Sunday, May 23. 
  

 If you are attending in-person worship, wear something red! 
 

 During worship, we will honor our Sunday School teachers (and children). 

 Join us for a picnic lunch after church – inside or outdoors!   

Bring a lunch from home – or – we will order from Subway.  

Details will be shared soon! 

 After lunch – help with the “Immanuel is Blooming” Garden! Wear 

comfortable clothes to church or change afterwards. Bring a shovel, 

spade, rake and help complete planting our beautiful Garden! 

 

 

Worship Committee 

We would like to honor all graduates in June. Anyone who would like 

someone honored can leave a note in the office or email Erin Taylor 

at eefeurer@yahoo.com. 
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Immanuel is Blooming Garden Project 
 

Immanuel is blooming and so is our garden.  

Work is underway to beautify our entrance area.  

A design, by former member Libby Heuss Langevin, 

is posted on the MCM bulletin board. It’s beautiful. 

Check it out and imagine the real thing. 
 

Some bushes have been removed. The ground was  

roto-tilled by John Ptak, and mushroom compost was spread and worked into 

the soil by Susan Artwohl, Jane Feurer, Erin & Logan Taylor to enrich the 

planting area.  Thank you for your hard work the area already shows a great 

improvement and we pray that your muscles weren’t too sore. 
 

Our next task will be the fun part … shopping for the plants that will  

beautify the space. And then we’ll need your help.  Sign up to help in a  

time-slot during the week of May 17-23.  The sign-up sheet is posted on the 

Mission, Care and Membership bulletin board.  Share your time to make 

Immanuel as beautiful on the outside as we are on the inside. 
 

                                                           Please bring gardening tools from home. 

                                                           We’ll have a few at church if you don’t  

                                                           have your own. 
                                                                                        

                                                           We are small, but mighty, Immanuel! 

Hannah Circle  

 

 
 

REMINDER:  Flower pick up is on Saturday, May 1st between 8am – 10am 

at Immanuel UCC 9815 S. Campbell Evergreen Park, Il . Questions? 

Call Bette Engemann 773-450-4932 or email at bengemann@sbcglobal.net. 

Remember April showers bring May flowers! Thank you for your support!! 
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Membership News 

Please Keep in your Prayers: 

Darlene Bonner             Joan Schechner                    Judy Borowiak 
 

Don Mattz                      Dolores and Al Eriksen          Ron O’Toole  
 

Madelaine Karge          Pam Gross                              Mary Power   
 

Bob Regan                     Jack Buvelot                          Jim O’Toole         
 

Art and Sandy Busse       
 

     Deaths: 

     Immanuel is saddened to learn of the death of long-time member,  

     Dorothy Pfeiffer. Born on August 11, 1931, Dorothy passed into Life Eternal  

     on March 29, 2021.  

 
 

Electronic Giving 
 

Summer is fast approaching and the hope  

of summer travel is enticing all of us. I want  

to remind you that Immanuel offers electronic  

giving as a way to automate your regular  

weekly offering.  
 

Electronic giving offers convenience for 

individual congregation members and 

provides much-needed donation consistency  

for our congregation.  
 

Direct debit giving is used to automatically transfer funds from  

your checking or savings account to the church’s bank account.  

You determine the frequency and amount, donations can easily be  

put on hold, and additional donations for special causes can be handled 

with cash or a check.   
 

As you contemplate future contributions,  

please consider electronic giving.   
 

For more information please contact Sue Ptak, Financial Secretary. 
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http://bit.ly/homevaccine 
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