
 

 

A Message from Pastor MaryBeth 
 
If possible – please join the Advent Online Sunday evening devotions. I look forward to seeing you!  

Advent Online 
 
We will keep one another safe and well, we will protect not only ourselves, but our neighbors and all whom 
we may encounter. Along with other UCC congregations in the Conference that held in-person worship, Im-
manuel has returned to online worship. This time around, some things will be the same, some things will be 
different. 
 
First, our wonderful Music Director, Sarah Jenks, and Confirmation Teacher, Brad Jenks, will put together a 
service that can be accessed online. Sarah will email instructions on how to access this “quilt” of worship 
sometime each Saturday. Then, Pastor MaryBeth will email her weekly Meditation with a scripture lesson and 
a link to a related hymn, by Saturday morning. In the email she will include prayer concerns, joys and brief 
notes on church news. The same will be sent via U.S. Post to those who do not have internet.  
 
Fifty Immanuel households received an Advent Daily Devotional from the UCC Stillspeaking Writers Group 
entitled, “Draw Near.” Please enjoy these brief daily meditations as a family or for your own quiet time.  
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A Prayer for Putting on a Face Mask 
By Rev. Richard Bott, Moderator; Presbyterian Church of Canada 

 
Creator God, as I prepare to go into the world, help me to see the sacramental nature of wearing of this cloth. Let it 
be a tangible and visible way of living love for my neighbors, as I love myself. 
 
Christ Jesus, since my lips will be covered, uncover my heart, that people would see my smile in the crinkles around 
my eyes. Since my voice may be muffled, help me to speak clearly, not only with my words, but with my actions. 
 
Holy Spirit, as the elastic touches my ears, remind me to listen carefully and caringly to all those I meet. May this 
simple piece of cloth be shield and banner, and may each breath  that it holds, be filled with Your love. In Your 
name, and in that love, I pray.  Amen.  

Zoom Advent Wreath Meditation with Pastor MaryBeth 
Online, Sunday Evenings at 7:00-7:30 p.m. 
  
Sunday Evenings: November 29; December 6, 13, 20 
 
Pastor MaryBeth will send an email invitation, each Saturday,  
with a Zoom Link and phone numbers (to join on the phone).   
 
Everyone welcome! 

To contact Pastor MaryBeth: (312) 420-6671 (cell), (708) 424-3755 (office). You can also email me at mbingberg@gmail.com 
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Sunday, Dec 6 (VIRTUAL) 

2nd Sunday of Advent 

 

Wednesday, Dec 9 

Deadline for Poinsettias &  

Christmas Greetings 

 

Sunday, Dec 13 (VIRTUAL) 

3rd Sunday of Advent 

 

Sunday Concert  (VIRTUAL) 

2:00 p.m. 

 

Monday, Dec 14 (ZOOM) 

7:00 p.m.  Church Council Meeting 

 

Thursday Dec 17 

Jan /Feb issue HERALD Deadline 

 

Sunday, Dec 20  

4th Sunday of Advent 

Children’s Christmas Service 

10:00 a.m.   

 

Thursday , Dec 24     

Christmas Eve Worship 

10:00 p.m.  Candlelight Service 

 

Friday, December 25 

Merry Christmas! 

Christ Child is born this day 

 

Sunday, Dec 27 

10:00  a.m. Worship Service & 

Church School 

***************************** 

CHILD CARE  

is available on the lower level  

During  Sunday  worship                  

 9:45—11:15 a.m. 

December Calendar 

Sign up sheets are  posted on the  bul let in  board  

December  - Worship Leaders 
Sunday 6 13 20 24 

Christmas Eve 

29 

Ushers Team #3  

Art Busse 

Team #4  

Karen Wyka 

Team #1 

Erin Taylor 

Team #2  

Nancy Rahm 

Team #3  

Art Busse 

Alter 

Flowers 

Susan 

Artwohl 

Rahm Family Poinsettias Poinsettias Linda 

Barrios 

Worship 

Bulletins 

Susan 

Artwohl 

Rahm Family Available  Linda 

Barrios 

Next Herald article deadline (January/February): Thursday, December 17 

Christmas Eve  

December 24 

10:00 p.m. 

(unless otherwise communicated) 

Worship at Immanuel 

When you attend worship at Immanuel, the following is REQUIRED: 

• Wear a mask  

• Have your temperature taken  

• Use provided hand sanitizer 

• Keep a physical distance of six feet or more from those not in your 

household 

• Use the seating guides in the pews 

• After the service, you may gather outdoors to speak to friends  

• When outdoors, PLEASE KEEP YOUR MASKS ON 
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Christmas Greetings   

Deadline - Wednesday, December 9  

Include your family in the Annual Christmas 

Greetings to our membership.   

To do this, please mail your request and the amount 

usually spent for cards and postage to the church 

office. (Must be received  by the deadline above.) 

Be sure to specify that exactly how your name is to 

appear on the greeting.   

Deadline - Wednesday, December 9  

Poinsettias will grace our altar during the Sunday 

December 20, 10:00 a.m. worship service and will 

remain on the altar for our Christmas Eve candlelight 

service.    Plants may be given in memory of or in 

honor of someone or just as a gift. Cost is $25.00 

Please mail your request and payment to the church 

office. Must be received  by the deadline above. 

 

2nd Sunday of Advent Presents 

Holiday Carols and Christmas songs  

December 13 

2:00 p.m.  

(VIRTUAL) 

The Christmas Fund 

This special mission offering provides financial 

assistance to retired and active UCC-authorized 

ministers and lay employees, including their surviving 

spouses.  Areas of assistance include pension and 

health premium supplementation, emergency 

assistance, and Christmas thank-you checks.                                  

Envelopes can be found in your advent devotional.  

Offering will be dedicated Sunday, December 20 

Altar Flowers and Worship Bulletins 

November 1 Altar flowers given by Jane & Duane Feurer. 

November 8 & 15 Altar flowers and worship bulletins given by Diane Eriksen in appreciation for a wonder-

ful family and friends at Immanuel. 

KEEP IN OUR PRAYERS 

 Randy Ebling           Judy Borowiak        Don Mattz         Joan Schechner      Rosemarie Davidson           

       Jack  Buvelot      Madelaine Karge        Dolores & Allen Eriksen                   Ruth Berg             

 

Deaths 

Gloria Artwohl 
Born:   August 28, 1924        Died: November 8, 2020 
Survived by daughter Susan Artwohl  
A private memorial service was held on Nov 16 

 

Memorials Received 

 In memory of Al Davidson by: 
Beverly and Fred Krieger (Floor Fund) 
Elsie Murlowski (Floor Fund) 

In memory of cousin Florence (Dollie) Evans by: 
 Shirley Mikolaitis 
 Elsie Murlowski (Floor Fund) 
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Hidden in ( “Not so Plain” ) Site 

Covid-19 brought many changes to all of our lives. Some changes were for the better while other 
changes, well, not for the better. Life teaches us to learn from the bad and embrace the positives. 

One of the not so good changes brought on by Covid-19 was the closure of our Sunday indoor ser-
vice. No more could we all meet in our Church on Sunday’s to celebrate Christianity and praise the 
goodness of God as a congregation. No more could we share in the coffee and treats and some 
laughs and togetherness at coffee hour. No more could we enjoy the sounds of beautiful music of our 
Second Sunday Concerts (known as “Evergreenia”).   

As the mighty Phoenix once burned and rose up out of the flames, so did the spirit of Immanuel. As 
do seeds in the springtime, our spirit sprung from gloom and out of that darkness goodness pre-
vailed.  

The multi-talented Jenks family with the assistance of our wonderful members brought our Sunday 
service into the 21st century and onto the Internet. We were once again reunited as one. While sepa-
rated by miles instead of pews, we were once again a congregation en masse. 

Sunday, November 8, 2020 brought a new highlight to Immanuel, the return of Second Sunday Con-
certs.  Live music is now back, live in Immanuel and streamed live on the Internet.  I, as well as we, 
thank the Jenks family singers and their many talented friends who bless us with beautiful music. 

These changes are all out in the open and truly not hidden. What, you may ask, is the hidden  
treasure? One change brought on by Covid-19 is we are all asked to wear a face mask.  A few  
Sunday’s ago our sanctuary was once again allowed to hold indoor services with restrictions. As our 
members entered into our church masked up, the mask hid their warm and welcoming smiles. What 
the masks hid still radiated brightly from their eyes. LOVE.  Not only can you feel the love which radi-
ates from our members smiles you can see it like spotlights shining from their eyes.  

This month’s hidden treasure is the LOVE we have for Immanuel, our members and all friends and 
visitors who cross our threshold.  

                                                                                                                 Thank you all and please stay safe 

The Mission and Care Committee  Project for 

the month of December will be Advocate 

(formerly Hope) Children’s Hospital.  During 

these times, care for everyone’s well-being is of 

utmost concern, so toy and supply drives aren’t 

being conducted.  Monetary donations are re-

quested.  Envelopes are in the pews  Please be 

as generous as you are able. Thank you  

December Birthdays 

 4th  Brad Rahm 

 14th  Ron O’Toole Jr. 

 19th  Sue Ptak  

 19th  Hannah Rahm 

Happy Birthday to You! 
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Schmiechen Hall Floor—Matching Funds Challenge 

As you know, the floor in Schmiechen Hall needs to be 

replaced before Hot Shots starts next year! 

Fortunately, two anonymous long-time members, the Lone Ranger and Tonto II, have 

committed to matching up to $15,000 on a dollar for dollar basis for every new dollar 

contributed to the floor fund.  

Please give generously for this necessary repair project. Make sure to designate your donation 

to the “floor fund”. 

*** 

Hey, Amazon shoppers! 

Did you know that if you shop on Amazon through smile.amazon.com and designate 

Immanuel United Church of Christ as your chosen charity, Amazon will donate a portion of 

each eligible purchase to Immanuel? 

Take advantage of this simple way to help Immanuel! 

*** 

Start Your Holiday Shopping Now! 

Please remember to use our Scrip program when purchasing gift cards. 

Don’t know what the Scrip program is? It’s a great way to do your holiday shopping and 

donate to Immanuel at the same time. Purchase eligible gift cards and a percentage of your 

purchase will be donated to the church. 

Order forms are available outside the church office or contact Connie Dobbin 

cdobbin2@sbcglobal.net for more information. 

CURRENT AMOUNT RAISED: 

$12,278.78 
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FIRST CLASS MAIL  

 

The Immanuel Herald 

A Publication of 

IMMANUEL 

UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 

9815 S. Campbell Avenue 

Evergreen Park, IL 60805 

Phone: 708 424 3755 

Fax: 708 424 0379 

Visit our Facebook page 

Email: immanuel_uccep@att.net  

Help us save paper and postage  

 Receive The Herald via e-mail 

or View on our Herald webpage 

December 2020 

Loving Others and Doing God’s Work 

IMMANUEL CHURCH: SERVICE TO GOD’S PEOPLE SINCE 1883 

http://www.facebook.com/Immanuel-United-Church-of-Christ-in-Evergreen-Park-IL-145505198860855/

